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“Going to the Farm Side”
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Grain Dealer and Elevator
Talk to us today about your

Grain Marketing Opportunities!

Your success is our success.

Independently owned and operated by Daryl & Kim Rush
who have been serving North Durham & York Regions for over 30 years.

905-473-2361 (Office) » 905-830-8433 (Cell)

Elevator located at: 12799 Concession #4, Zephyr, ON, LOE 1T0

Fax: (905) 473-2329
Lockie Farms is a divison of 359075 Ontario Ltd.

AKE LUMBER
" MAKE MONEY

PORTABLE SRWMILL
from just $4 567
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Faith Fawns and a visitor to our farm pat our little living green bins Petal and
Oink. These girls are Tamworth crosses and are as friendly and bright as any
domestic dog. PHOTO/ANGELIQUE FAWNS

Farm, Rural and Equine Insurance

Call today for a free quote and a personal
visit from one of our insurance specialists.

14888-473-8636

NORWOOD

www.csib.org FREE CATALOGUE & DVD St

4591 Hwy #7 E, Suite 200, Markham ON L3R 1M6 Toll-Free at www.NorwoodSawmills.com

- 800-661-7746 Ext. 652
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The Pig Escape

from page 9

boar. Sheep farming is very labor intensive and,
when we realized quitting our jobs to work full time
at sheep farming wasn’t a viable career option, it was
time for something new.

When those enormous black creatures rumbled
out onto the little electrified paddock he built for
them, I felt terror grip my heart. The boar alone must
have weighed 9001bs, and he had tusks that curled
ferociously up around his face. I promptly named
him “Notorious P.I.G.” after the rapper, and lived in
fear of that beast. We found Notorious PI.G. a new
home after letting him visit with the Berkshire ladies.

I did learn to love the big black mothers whose
remarkable nurturing instincts and sheer intelligence
won me over. We had little Quonset huts filled with
clean straw for them in an outdoor electric paddock.
In the summer they had a big mud pond for wallow-
ing in.

It was time for our pregnant ladies to give birth
(yup the boar did do his job before he left) many
people were telling us that we needed to have far-
rowing crates to stop the moms from crushing their
babies. I just could not believe that was true. After
debating with my husband and telling him I was
100% sure that pigs could make babies and have
them live without interference from humankind, we
let our ladies do it all naturally and there was zero
piglet death.

Our sows farrowed out in a round outdoor shelter.
It is amazing to watch a sow get ready to nurse...
she carefully checks all the straw where she is going
to lay down, and then she flips the little piglets she
finds out of the way. Then she counts them (I could
swear I watched her touch every baby with her nose)
and only then does she lie down.

For a time there we must have had 25 pigs run-
ning around, and they were quite adorable. But they
eat a lot. Tons and tons of grain, and all the table
scraps you can throw at them. Eventually they were
literally eating us out of house and home so Luke
sold most of them to a neighborhood cooperative,
but we kept two little girls that grew very quickly.

It was bound to happen. One day the two of them
plotted the great escape. Two 600lb Berkshire sows
somehow managed to root/dig/bust their way out of
their electric page wire paddock.

First the girls crossed the busy highway in front
of our farm. Then they circumvented our neighbor’s
fencing and cast iron gate. And best of all they dis-
covered the large Grecian Fountain in her front yard.

When we came home from work that day, and
Luke noticed the girls were missing, he heard the
splashing and gleeful snorting from across the road
and discovered the two of them having the time of
their lives, in the neighbor’s fountain.

Good thing escaping and swimming uses up
a lot of energy, because the sows were hungry
enough to follow a pail of grain back across the
road to their pen.

Soon after that, (and a few more containment
failures), the two girls were sold and joined their
siblings at the cooperative. Though I did not miss the
sight of pigs running freely around the farm rooting
up every inch of grass and garden that their snouts
could reach, I did miss my living green bins.

This summer I noticed that our apple trees were
dropping a profuse harvest close to the house and I
remembered how much pigs enjoyed munching on
the fruit. Though the worms and wasps had made
the apples not for human consumption, I convinced
Luke to go to Woodville and pick up a couple of
little pigs.

With the help of our now 5 year old daughter
Faith, Luke brought home Petal and Oink, two little
401b Tamworth cross girls. I love having pigs. They
are far more efficient than a green bin, and once you
carry the leftovers out to them, you never have to see
them again.

H.H. Goode & Son
(1987) Ltd.

Corner of Brock St. W. & Victoria, 12 Kentucky
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e Water Softener Salts
¢ Delivery Available

852-3355
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Kawartha Lakes Community Sale Barn Inc.
2 KMS EAST OF WOODVILLE

Peterborough / Victoria
Cattlemen’s Stocker Sale
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Lookig for
freelance writers

Voice of the Farmer is looking for freelance writers that understand
farming and agriculture to cover Peterborough and Northumberland Coun-
ties. If you have a flare for writing, please send your resume or letter of
interest to mforbes@durhamregion.com. We want to hear from you!

Wednesday, May 7th, 11:00 am

For more details call Wayne Telford 705-292-9531,
Dave Fell 705-887-5670 or Kevin Barker 705-878-2947

For more info or to consign to a sale call barn office at
705-439-4444. Or visit our web site www.klcauction.ca
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Growing Your Farm Pri\)i’its

Planning for Business Success

Start the business planning process by attending
this FREE two-day interactive workshop.

You will: * Assess business management practices
» Determine priorities and key goals

* Develop realistic action plans

e Learn about cost-share funding opportunities

GYFP Workshop Schedule
All workshops 10am - 3 pm
East Gwillimbury Day1-May7 Day?2-May14
Lindsay Day1-June3 Day?2-Junei7
Tweed Day1-July9 Day2-July16
Sunderland Day 1-July 22 Day 2 - July 29
Cobourg Day1-Aug.5 Day2-Aug.12
Bloomfield Day 1-Sept. 4 Day 2 - Sept. 11

Growing Forward 2

A federal-provincial-territorial initiative

Canada-Ontario
Environmental Farm Plan (EFP)

Producers are invited to attend free EFP

(Fourth Edition) Workshops to learn more about:
* Best management practices

* Develop an action plan for their farm

e Learn about cost-share funding opportunities

EFP Workshop Schedule
All workshops 10am - 3 pm
Sunderland Day 1-May 20 Day 2 - May 27
Cobourg Day 1-June5 Day2-June12
Belleville Day 1 -June 12 Day 2 - June 18
Napanee Day1-July3 Day2-July10
Halton Day 1-July8 Day2-July15
Nobleton Day 1 -July 23 Day 2 - Aug. 6
Millbrook Day 1-July 24 Day 2 - July 31
Bloomfield Day 1-Aug.6 Day2-Aug.13

Workshops Now Available
Register Online at www.ontariosoilcrop.org
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